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Scand-LAS 
SUMMONS / AGENDA 

2015-06-10 
 

 
 

Annual Meeting 2015 
 
 
 

Scandinavian Society for Laboratory Animal Science, Scand-LAS 45th 

annual meeting will take place 10th of June, 2015 at 16.45. 
 
 
 

Place: Congress venue Logomo, Turku, Finland 
 
 
 

Agenda: 
 

1. Opening of the meeting 
2. Election of chairman and secretary for the meeting 
3. Approval of the agenda 
4. Questions concerning notice of the meeting 
5. Election of two scrutinizers of the minutes 
6. Roll-call by country 
7. Register of proxy votes 
8. Presentation of the Board’s report 
9. Presentation of the Auditors’ report 
10. Acceptance of financial statement 
11. Activity plans and budget for the subsequent period 
12. Granting of authority for the Board for the remaining time in office 
13.  Election of Board Members (including substitutes) for Denmark, Estonia and Finland 
14. Election of auditors and substitutes 
15. Processing of proposals submitted to the Board no less than 8 weeks prior to the meeting 
16. Processing of questions from the Board and the Accountant 
17. Processing of questions arising during the meeting 
18. Determination of membership fee for the coming year 
19. Election of Nomination committee 
20. Information from the Board 
21. Announcement of the time and place of next meeting 
22. Other proposals to be laid before the AGM 
23. Closing of the meeting 

 
 
 
On behalf of the board 

 
 
 

Klas Abelson  



3 
 

Scand-LAS  

ANNUAL REPORT  

The financial year 2014 
 
 
The Board of Scandinavian Society for Laboratory Animal Science, Scand-LAS, hereby gives the 
statement of account for January 1st – December 31st, 2014. 

 
 
THE BOARD 

 
The Board had the following composition: 

 
President Klas Abelson, Denmark 

 
Members Lene Bregnholt Larsen, Denmark 

Aavo Lang, Estonia,  
Ulla-Marjut Jaakkola, Finland 
Siri Knudsen, Norway 
Anders Forslid, Sweden 

 
Substitutes Birgitte Kousholt, Denmark 

Toomas Tiirats, Estonia 
Karoliina Alm-Packalén, Finland 
Joanna Godawa Stormark, Norway 
Elin Spangenberg, Sweden 

 
There have been 3 regular Board meetings during the period. The inaugural meeting was held    
on 25/4 and the other meetings 8/2, 15/8 and 14/11 in 2014. 

 
 
 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 
The annual meeting was held on April 25th, 2014 at the Waterfront, Stockholm, Sweden. 
 
There were 29 members with voting rights present representing 5 member countries. 
There was not any letters of attorney. 

The annual meeting elected as auditors and their substitutes to review the financial year 2014: 

Regular Otto Meyer, Denmark 
Ann-Christine Sandberg Nordqvist, Sweden 

 
Substitutes Henrik Møllegaard, Denmark 

Anna Meller, Finland 
 
 
ANNUAL FEE 

 
The annual fee for 2014 has been € 30. 
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NOMINATION COMMITTEE 

The Nomination committee for 2014 consisted of the following members: 

National nomination committees 
• Estonia: Paavo Pokk (convener) 
• Denmark: Axel Kornerup Hansen (convener) 
• Finland: Kristiina Haasio (convener) 
• Norway: Ingvill Løken (convener) 
• Sweden: Jörgen Jönsson (convener) 

 
The convener in each country appoints its members itself. 

 
Jörgen Jönsson was elected as a convener for the Nomination committee. 

 
 
SECRETARIAT 

 
The secretariat was situated in Stockholm and run by Pia Hägg Haraldson. 

 
 
WEBMASTER AND WEBSITE 

 
The Society has its own website with the address www.scandlas.org. The webmaster Jörgen 
Jönsson (SWE) is responsible for running and updating the website. 

 
 
NEWSLETTER 

 
The Scand-LAS newsletter is issued in order to improve the quality and level of information and 
communication between the Scand-LAS Board and the Scand-LAS members.  
Four Newsletters were published in 2014. In the first half-year of 2014 the editor of the 
newsletter was Klas Abelson (DEN) until he after a decision in the Board in August, was 
replaced as editor by Siri Knudsen (NOR). The newsletters have been e-mailed to all Scand- 
LAS members by Jörgen Jönsson. All members are very welcome to submit any news or relevant 
information for publication in the newsletter to norway@scandlas.org. 

 
 
THE SOCIETY’S JOURNAL 
 
Scandinavian Journal of Laboratory Animal Science is the official Journal of Scand-LAS: 
http://www.sjlas.org/index.php/SJLAS/index. After the AGM in 2014, the Scand-LAS board 
appointed Hanna-Marja Voipio as the new editor-in-chief after Jann Hau. Thereafter, according 
to the Scand-LAS bylaws, the new editorial board started the work representing the Scand-LAS 
countries: Klas Abelson, Denmark; Aavo Lang, Estonia; Ulla-Marjut Jaakkola, Finland; Robert 
Murison, Norway; and Patricia Hedenqvist, Sweden. Niina Kemppinen, Finland, was invited as 
the Administrative Editor and Tinde Päivärinta, Finland, works as the Designer.  
 
Based on the earlier decisions by the Scand-LAS board and the Editorial board of SJLAS, the last 
printed version of the Journal was published in vol. 39 2012. The challenge of the new editorial 
board was to launch an e-journal with all the necessary actions in the same website. For that 
purpose the Open Journal Systems was chosen. During the transition period, the pending 
manuscripts (39) were still processed in the ScholarOne programme, but no new submissions 
were accepted.  
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At the end of 2014 the first four articles (vol. 40) were published in the SJLAS e-journal 
homepages and at the beginning of 2015, two articles monthly (vol. 41). All the manuscripts are 
subjected to peer review by external referees. 
 
The number of the new submissions into the new journal programme is still relatively low and all 
the members are encouraged to submit their articles. At the end of the year 2014, Journal had 
four contract sponsors and advertisers.  
 
The Editorial board wants to thank all the members, authors and sponsors for patience during the 
long process of creating the new e-journal.  
 

 
THE ANNUAL MEETING 2014 IN STOCKHOLM 
 
The annual meeting – the 44th Scand-LAS symposium - was held 24-27 April 2014 at Waterfront, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 
 
The 44th Scand-LAS meeting in Stockholm was a great success. 
 
The theme for the meeting was “Frontline research through refinement” which was a good choice 
for a theme as we could cover everything from animal welfare stuffed with legislation and 
regulations to the important research and science that is performed using animals. 
 
We had more than 375 registrants including our exhibitors. There were 31 exhibitors and as usual 
they contributed as sponsors as well as a fantastic “Exhibitors evening”. There are not enough 
word to express my gratitude to all of you. 
 
All sessions were very well attended due to a hard working scientific committee, which had put 
all their effort in present a program reflecting the best in LAS and biomedical science. All invited 
speakers represented front line research and/or animal welfare organizations from all over 
Europe. 
 
As the venue is situated in the middle of the city the worry was would the participants be more 
interested in shopping than in the program. It was easy to realize that the program was more 
interesting. All lectures were very well attended. 
 
Our workshops were very much appreciated and fully booked already before start. Also here the 
feedback was very positive. The speakers had made a great work to present the best within their 
area and I know that very many took home a lot of new knowledge. 
 
The social program was as usual nice events for people to getting to know each other. The gala 
dinner was a fantastic evening. The view of Stockholm, the good food and not to forget the big 
band, which performed a lot of wonderful music, is something to remember. 
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INFORMATION ON FELASA ACTIVITIES IN 2014 
 
Scand-LAS is one of the biggest member associations in FELASA (Federation of European 
Laboratory Animal Science Associations) and our role has been very active during the years. 
During 2014, two Scand-LAS members were part of the FELASA Executive Committee (EC) -  
Ann-Christine Eklöf was vice president of FELASA for working groups and Hanna-Marja 
Voipio was the Honorary Treasurer. Klas Abelson has been the Scand-LAS representative in the 
FELASA Board of Management (BoM). 
 
The FELASA BoM met twice in 2014 and items between the meetings were processed by email. 
Scand-LAS board and other Scand-LAS members have during the year commented on the 
working group documents as well as policy papers. All FELASA activities can be followed at the 
website www.felasa.eu.  
 
The next FELASA triennial meeting will be held in Brussels, Belgium 2016. 

 
A key action of FELASA is working groups with current topics. The results of the groups are 
usually published in Laboratory animals or on FELASAs webpage as FELASA 
recommendations. In 2014, Scand-LAS had representatives in the following active working 
groups:  
 
Revision education and training recommendations towards 2010/63/EU 
Scand-LAS representative is Hanna-Marja Voipio. 
 
Revision of guidelines for health monitoring of non-human primates 
Scand-LAS representative is Mats Spångberg. 
 
Severity: classification and statistical reporting 
Scand-LAS representative is Hanna-Marja Voipio and Grete Østergaard. 
 
Zebra fish: housing, husbandry and health monitoring recommendations  
(A joint working group COST/FELASA.) 
Scand-LAS representative is Susan Warner. 
 
FELASA has also a liaison with AALAS. In the Liaison body FELASA/Scand-LAS is 
represented by Ann-Christine Eklöf. In 2014, Scand-LAS had a representative in one of the 
active working groups: 
 
AALAS - FELASA working group on harm-benefit analysis of animal studies 
Scand-LAS/FELASA representative is Aurora Brønstad.  
The working group presented their work in a workshop in Bergen April 2014. 
 
During 2014, two working groups finalised their work: 
 
A Harmonized Health Reporting Format for International Transfer of Rodents 
AALAS/FELASA Working Group on Health Monitoring of rodents for animal transfer. 
Pritchett-Corning KR, Prins JB, Feinstein R, Goodwin J, Nicklas W, Riley L;  
J Am Assoc Lab Anim Sci. 2014 Nov;53(6):633-40. 
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FELASA recommendations for the health monitoring of mouse, rat, hamster, guinea pig 
and rabbit colonies in breeding and experimental units. 
FELASA working group on revision of guidelines for health monitoring of rodents and rabbits, 
Mähler Convenor M, Berard M, Feinstein R, Gallagher A, Illgen-Wilcke B, Pritchett-Corning K, 
Raspa M. Lab Anim. 2014 Feb 4;48(3):178-192. 

 
 
INFORMATION ON ICLAS-ACTIVITIES IN 2014 
 
Scand-LAS has been represented in ICLAS, International Council of Laboratory Animal Science, 
since the 1970’s. Ann-Christine Eklöf has represented Scand-LAS as a scientific member since 
2007. General Assembly and Governing board meeting was held in Costa Rica July 2014. 
A lot of actions points were discussed and decided. 
 
The committee for the European region has been very active. 
 
# The committee has established a travel award program.  
For 2014 ICLAS had the sum of €4000 give to applicants, thanks to sponsors. 
The 2014 awardees were: Ekaterina Kushnir (Russia), Ensari Guneli (Turkey), Laura Calvillo 
(Italy), Madalina Fenyo (Romania), Olga Averina (Russia), Victoria Zavbrodina (Russia), 
Zacharias Kakazanis (Greece). 
The hosts were Center for Experimental Surgery in Athens; Comparative Biology Centre in 
Newcastle; the University Hospital of Lille; IDIBELL in Barcelona; the Center for Experimental 
Surgery in Athens. 
All awardees experiences were really satisfactory. On ICLAS’s homepage you can find reports 
from the awardees. 
 
# The committee requested 4000 euro to support an international laboratory animal science 
meeting in Europe in 2014. After application Rus-LASA got the possibility to organize a 
symposium as a joint meeting. The meeting was held in St. Petersburg, November 2014.  
# The scientific program was of high quality. ICLAS regional committee and Rus-LASA worked 
very well as a team for providing this very good meeting. At the same time FELASA held there 
autumn board meeting. 
 
Membership Committee 
# The membership committee is made up of the Executive Committee members and the co-chairs 
of each of the regional committees and is chaired by the ICLAS Secretary-General. 
# The concept or requiring National membership for countries active with ICLAS was discussed 
at some length and several proposals were presented and considered. It was stated multiple times 
that National membership is extremely important and should be most encouraged by any 
available and appropriate means. The membership committee will coordinate a major effort 
during the coming year regarding encouragement of national membership and will involve the 
entire Governing Board as much as possible and a plan will be brought to the next Governing 
Board for consideration.  
 
Financial Committee 
# The expenses for the current year are smaller than the revenue for the year. This is expected to 
be maintained through the end of the fiscal year. 
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Harmonization of Guidelines 
Work in progress. 
 
Communication Committee 
The new website is now well-established and easy to use. 
 
Ethics and Animal Welfare Committee 
There was active discussion about animal welfare in general and the overall goals of this 
committee, which were summarized as being “very useful for laboratory animals”. 
 
Education and Training Committee 
A lot of effort from this committee has been in collecting and compiling information from 
different regions, countries, and organizations. Work is still going on. 
 
Laboratory Animal Quality Network 
The PEP program is growing steadily and is in good condition. The Genetic Monitoring program 
is educational only at this time. It appears that this program is financially stable and progressing 
satisfactorily. 
 
The next governing board meeting and General Assembly of ICLAS will be held in Montreal, 
May/June 2015 in conjunction with CALAS/ACSAL symposium. 

 

 

SCAND-LAS MEMBERS 
 
In 2014 Scand-LAS had members in the following countries: 

 
                              2014 
Denmark     95
England       1
Estonia                 9
Finland        38 
Greece          2 
India          2 
Norway                   68
Sweden                 129
The Netherlands                     1
USA                     1
Total     346 

 
 
ECONOMY 

 
Ingoing and outgoing balance as well as the result from this year is presented in this paper. 
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CLOSING REMARKS 
 

The Scand-LAS year of 2014 was an eventful year. A new editorial board for the Scandinavian 
Journal of Laboratory Animal Science was established, and in the end of 2014, the journal started 
to publish articles again, as a complete online-journal. Furthermore, Scand-LAS made an 
excursion to the Lufthansa Cargo Animal Lounge at Frankfurt airport, where 18 participants 
form the Scand-LAS countries took part. Several scholarships and travel grants were given and a 
fantastic conference was held in Stockholm in April.  
 
Scand-LAS have at the moment two active working groups (WGs), one on Education and 
Professional Development that was established already in 2012, and one on Membership that was 
established during 2014. The former WG is working on organizing relevant workshops or 
sessions at each annual conference as well as identifying and endorsing relevant courses and 
other teaching activities. The newly established WG is working on how we can attract more 
members to Scand-LAS, and how we can make the membership even more attractive to all 
members, new as well as old ones.  
 
Of course we are also facing challenges. The financial situation of Scand-LAS is good, but 
during both 2013 and 2014 we made a deficit, mainly due to that the annual meetings in Tallinn 
and Stockholm did not give any surplus. The board is aware of that our finances are fragile and 
highly dependent on a good financial result from the annual meetings, and we are working hard 
on making our economy stable and sound also in a long-term perspective. Another challenge we 
are dealing with is the transition of the journal into an on-line journal. Although the journal is up 
and running, there are still things that need to be solved, such as solving technical issues, 
attracting more sponsors, getting scientist to continue publish their high quality work in our 
journal etc.  
 
Nevertheless, the board is looking back on 2014 with pride, and into 2015 and beyond with great 
expectations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Klas Abelson   Lene Bregnholt Larsen 

Anders Forslid   Ulla-Marjut Jaakkola 

Siri Knudsen   Aavo Lang 
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FINANCIAL REPORT, 2014 
 
 
 

Currency €uro 
 
 
 

Ingoing balance  206 478
   
Result 2014-12-31   

   
Revenues   
Pins                   11  
Membership fees  10 189  
Symposium Stockholm 231 908  
SJLAS, Journal account in 
Denmark, now closed 22 336 

 

Transfers from internal accounts  *           64 744  
Bank interest      94  
Total 329 282  
  
Expenses  
The board (meetings/annual meeting 20 221  
FELASA annual fee 2 213  
FELASA board travel costs 1 037  
ICLAS annual fee 305  
Symposium Stockholm 238 812  
Scholarships 12 429  
Travel grants 3 000  
Local activity support 602  
SJLAS (The Journal) 11 134  
Secretariat 4 832  
Office supplies 786  
Web site 929  
Boards disposal 943  
Transfers from internal accounts  * 65 405  
Bank charges 501  
Total 363 149  

  
 Outgoing balance  172 611

 
* Transfers, difference because of exchange rate in DKR/SEK/EUR. 
 

  



AUDITOR'S REPORT 

We, signing auditors, appointed of Scand-LAS 44 ordinary Annual meeting at Waterfront, 
Stockholm, Sweden, April 25, 2014, will hereby give our Report. 

The examination has been made of Annual Financial Report and Report of the Board of 
Scand-LAS Denmark / Estonia / Finland / Norway / Sweden Administration for year 2014. 
The Board is responsible for all financial reports and administration. 

We have made examination of important decision and state of affairs in the association to 
estimate if any of the members of the board has made action against the Association statutory. 

We found that the members of the Board have not made any action against the Associations 
statutory and we will therefore suggest the Aimual meeting to adopt the report and accounts 
for year 2014. ^ 

Holte, Denmark and Stockholm, Sweden in March 201^ 

Ann-Christin Sandberg Nordqvist 
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ACTIVITY PLAN 2015 
 
Scand-LAS emphasises continuous education and training, co-operation between Scand-LAS 
member countries as well as other European countries, and exchange of knowledge and 
information in the field of laboratory science. All the members are encouraged to take part in 
Scand-LAS activities in their own country and in the other Scand-LAS countries. 
 
1. Annual meeting and educational days 
The Annual meeting and educational days 2015 will be held in Turku, Finland. The annual 
symposium is the main event organised by Scand-LAS, and is ranked as one of the most 
important and essential occasions during the Scand-LAS year. We are looking much forward to 
interesting lectures and workshops with a wide variety of scientific and technical topics, and of 
course to the important social programme. 
 
2. Scand-LAS secretariat 
Scand-LAS secretariat is located in Stockholm and run by Pia Hägg Haraldson. 
 
3. Scand-LAS working groups  
Scand-LAS has two active working groups at the moment, that will continue their work during 
2015.  
 
The Scand-LAS working group on education and professional development (WG-EPD) was 
established in autumn of 2012. The chairman of the group is Klas Abelson and the members are 
Ulla-Marjut Jaakkola, Siri Knudsen and Hanna-Marja Voipio. The group is focusing on the 
continuous professional development and harmonisation of the education in the Scand-LAS 
member countries. In practice, the group aims to identify, initiate and coordinate education and 
CPD activities in Scand-LAS member countries. Furthermore, the group is responsible for 
arranging at least one workshop during each Scand-LAS annual symposium.  
 
The Scand-LAS working group on membership was established in 2014. The groups is chaired 
by Elin Spangenberg, and the members are Klas Abelson, Ulla-Marjut Jaakkola and Jörgen 
Jönsson. This groups is working on how to attract more members to Scand-LAS, and how to 
make the membership even more attractive to all members, new as well as old ones.  
 
4. Awards, scholarships, local activity support and grants 
 
Scholarships for attending Scand-LAS meetings 
Scand-LAS support members every year to participate in the annual meeting. In 2015, altogether 
10 scholarships will be given. Both animal technicians and young researchers are qualified as 
scholarships recipients. Best poster prizes will be awarded at the Scand-LAS symposium. 
 
Local activity support 
Local activity support can be applied freely during the year, and several seminars and courses 
have been organised with the help of this support. Support is especially important considering the 
continuous education of those Scand-LAS members who are not able to participate in the annual 
symposium and educational days or prefer having education in their own language. Members in 
each country are encouraged to organise seminars and apply for the Scand-LAS support. 
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Travel grants 
The aim of the Scand-LAS travel grant is to support a person’s continuous education plans, and 
cover costs up to € 1000 e.g. for participating in a laboratory animal science meeting other than 
the Scand-LAS symposium or visiting a relevant institute or laboratory etc. The grant is open for 
applications from animal technicians, biomedical laboratory technicians, PhD students, 
postgraduate junior scientists and non-scientific personnel such as facility managers and 
veterinarians. 
 
5. Information channels 
Scand-LAS website www.scandlas.org is under continuous improvement by the webmaster 
together with the board. Members are encouraged to visit the website regularly to keep in touch 
with Scand-LAS daily life. Members are also encouraged to contribute. Feel free to send ideas 
for the pages; tell what is missing and needed there, and send information about the local 
activities in your own country.  
 
Scand-LAS newsletter is published four times per year. The newsletter is an easy way to give 
short news and current activities. 
 
To publish items on the website or in the newsletter, contact webmaster@scandlas.org or your 
national board representative.  
 
6. Scandinavian Journal of Laboratory Animal Science 
The step from being a printed journal to a fully electronic on-line journal was finally established 
in 2014, and the first articles in the new system was published in December 2014. The Editorial 
Board will continue the work with re-establishing the confidence in the journal, and make it an 
attractive alternative for scientists to publish their work in laboratory animal science.  
 
The journal’s web address is www.sjlas.org/index.php/SJLAS/index.  
 
7. International connections 
Scand-LAS has close relationships to many international organisations. In FELASA, Scand-LAS 
is one of the largest associations, and our representatives in FELASA’s board of management are 
actively spreading and gathering information for FELASA purposes. During 2015, Klas Abelson 
is the Scand-LAS representative in the Board of Management. Ann-Christine Eklöf will continue 
as a vice president of FELASA being responsible for the working groups and Hanna-Marja 
Voipio will continue as the honorary treasurer. FELASA is an important organisation in many 
matters of laboratory animal science in Europe, and due to its many collaborations and liaisons 
with other organisations, FELASA plays an important role in the implementation of the Directive 
2010/63/EU. Several working groups are working with recommendations which will be updated 
to follow the renewed Directive. 
 
The relationship between ICLAS and Scand-LAS is tight as Scand-LAS is represented in the 
governing board. The news from ICLAS comes directly to Scand-LAS and good possibilities for 
cooperation can be seen; joint meetings are one example to provide us with new sights from 
more distant parts of the world. 
 
Have a good and successful year with work, fun and laboratory animals. 
 
On behalf of the Scand-LAS board 

 
Klas Abelson 
President  



14 
 

BUDGET for 2015 

 
 
 
Currency €uro 
 

 
Revenues 

 
Membership fees 10 500
Donations     150
Symposium Turku 26 500
SJLAS (The Journal)  9 000
Bank interest        100 
Total   46 250 

 

 
 

Expenses 
 

The board (meetings/annual meeting) 12 500 
FELASA annual fee 2 500
FELASA board travel costs 1 000
ICLAS annual fee   350
Symposium Turku 1 250
Scholarships  6 000
Travel grants 2 000
Local activity support 1 000
Working group on education    250
SJLAS (The Journal) 9 000
Secretariat 5 000
Office supplies   500
Website 1 000
Boards disposal   500
Bank charges   400
Other expenses (eg. Lars Wass award) 3 000
Total 46 250 
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ELECTIONS 
 
Suggestion from the Nomination Committees for Scand-LAS governing board members and 
substitutes year 2015. 

 
This year 2015 the annual meeting should elect the board members and substitutes from 
Denmark, Estonia and Finland. 

 
 
 
Denmark: 

 
Lene Bregnholt Larsen Ordinary board member 
Jakob Le Fevre Harslund Substitute 

 
 
 
Estonia: 

 
Aavo Lang Ordinary board member 
Toomas Tiirats Substitute 

 
 
 
Finland:  

 
Ulla-Marjut Jaakkola Ordinary board member 
Karoliina Alm-Packalén Substitute 

 
 
 
 
Auditors: 

 
Ann-Christin Sandberg Nordqvist, Sweden Ordinary 
Henrik Møllegaard, Denmark Ordinary 

 
Anna Meller, Finland Substitute 
Otto Meyer, Denmark Substitute 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: Huddinge, Sweden in April, 2015 
Jörgen Jönsson 
Convener of the Election Committees 
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SCANDINAVIAN SOCIETY FOR LABORATORY ANIMAL SCIENCE -
Scand-LAS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
LETTER OF ATTORNEY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PROXY FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 2015 

 
 
 
Hereby I give proxy to 

 
 
 
 
 
..................................................................................... 

 
 
 
to use my right to vote, at the annual meeting of Scand-LAS in 
Turku, Finland, June 10, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Your name) 

 
 

  2015 
(Date) 

 
 
 

Witnessing:    
 
 
 
N.B.  Members are only allowed to have one proxy beside his/hers own vote. 
 


